CHAPTER XVIII
POPE AND THE AGE OF REASON

POPE SUCCEEDED to Dryden's honours. He had
trained for the position from his boyhood, and he was
not disappointed. English society and English literary
taste had developed since Dryden's day exactly as
might have been expected: they were still more rea-
sonable, still more correct, and still more determined
to be well-bred. Pope exactly suited such a society
and such a taste, and his suitability for leadership was
immediately recognised. He stepped easily into fame
before he was thirty, keeping his position, in spite of
misdeeds which seem to us unpardonable, until his
death in 1744.

In 1715 Pope published the first volume of his
translation of Homer, and it at once became a " best-
seller." As he was only twenty-seven, this was no
mean achievement, for he had many obstacles which
might well have hindered him. He could by this time
write heroic couplets, fluently, after the manner of
Dryden, and with more neatness and polish than his
master. He had had plenty of practice, beginning
under his father, who sternly told young Alexander,
" these are not good rhymes," and made him go on
until they were. Pope's chief obstacle was ill-health.
Throughout his life he was ill more often than well.
His body was deformed, he had continual pain and
headaches, and nothing but sheer will-power could